Philip Fogarty

About the artist

Philip Fogarty is a solo artist from Ireland who worked for some years in the Irish scene as a session musician and singer. As a solo artist he has been fronting his own band, playing nationwide and touring in Europe and the United States, having appeared in billings alongside The Frames and the Cowboy Junkies, following the release of the critically-acclaimed “Endangered Breed”. He has also participated in media hookups for the U.S. cable networks and some footage for transmission on the continent as well as collaborating in multimedia installations with Swiss artist Monika Von Aarburg. Following an extensive period of studio work, he has once more recently taken up the reins on the live front, his early sell-out dates featuring much of the material from his latest recording, “Lambs”. Coinciding with “Lambs”, Philip Fogarty returned to the road to stage two very well received nationwide tours of Ireland in 2007, including appearances in the Dublin Fringe Festival, Dublin Culture Night and Clifden Arts Week. Dates on the continent are planned for 2008. 

The website, philipfogarty.com, features an independent paid download system where all tracks may be bought in the mp3 format. 

Hitherto known for large soundscapes and full-on production, current gigs focus on a more intimate approach in smaller venues, with a shift away from heavy sequencing towards a sparser, more organic style. 

Irish critics have praised Philip Fogarty as a truly innovative but still quintessentially Irish artist. His music has been placed in context with that of many widely varying disciplines. As with all artists of mixed musical origins, his work has proved difficult to categorise meaningfully, featuring many undercurrents from the artist’s own background of Irish traditional, contemporary, rock and electronica, and yet there is an undeniable thread of identity running through it, an authorative stamp of originality which is uniquely his. His live work fuses together many disparate elements in tandem with his distinctive vocals, from classical and traditional violins to vocoded microphone percussion, from bodhran to synth work and delay feedback effects, along with other conventional instruments such as bass, piano, guitar and drums, running the gamut from walls of noise to the sparsest of soundscapes, as counterpoint to a unique vocal and songwriting style.

